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15,000 TOURISTS
VISIT NASHVILLE
THE PRESENT YEAR

Motorists WIil Spend More
Than Haif Million Dol-
lars Here.

CITY IS A FUNNEL
AND SOUTHERN GATE

Four ~Great Trunk Lines
Leading in and Seven
Leading Qut.

Fiffeen thousand auto tonrists will
spend more than $300,000 in Nashvilie
this yea1.

The fignres are (hose of the Nashville
Automoblle Clul, which keeps a record
of the pumber of fourists who pass this
winy. The statistles were made public
Tuesday by C. H. Peay, secretary of
the club.

The gradual growth of Nashville In
populirity with overland tourists is
Lbest told by the following figores given
out IJ”,;‘ Mr. Peay:

Yedr. Number Tourlsts.
O e o o bl T Saials idiats 1,500
S 43 s oee 2500
IGEE 3,400
1918, . 4,000
FROV LR (s 0,200
TR A S e O I o
1921 (ostimated)s v vavevs s vasslmt 0

Peay’s Statement.

The statement of Mr. Peay, as
spokesman for the Nashville Autonmio-
bile Club, follows:

“Nashville is so situated that one

could hardly miss passing through our
gates should they take a trip from the
Northwest, the North or the Northeust
to celther the South, Southwest or
Southeast. The Appalgchian mountain
ranges present ‘a barrier swhich runs
in a mortheast-southwesterly divection,
passing through wesfern Virginia and
eastern Wennesses. This and the Mis-
slagippl viver territory., with its low-
lands and swamps, forms a sort of fun-
nel which furns the tourists vin Nash-
Ville, The average tourist coming from
New York will come via Cincinnati and
Naushville on the trip south, rather than
follow along the level, monotonous east
roast route. He prefers the scenery and
variety furnished by the Nashville
reute. The highwayse of fhe southeast-
ern atales may De divided into fthree
groups. One set of them, which serves
a limited territory, skirts the eastern
coast,  Another set parallels the Appa-
lachinn system. A third, and by far
the most important, reaching from Kan-
sag City, St Louis, Chicago and Evans-
ville, Indianapolls and Lonisville, De-
troit and Tt Wayne, New York, Doston,

one eiby over Tour trunk lines, the
Dixle, the Jackson, the Bee Line aud
ey

braneh ont te Memphis, and southwest
ern points to MNew Orleans anid gnlf
points, to the Atlantis coast or Florida
points,  leaving Nashville over gseven
main trunk lines, the Memphis-to-Iiris-
tol, Bast aud West, the Jnckson, the
Diixie, the Bee Line, the Les and the
Florida Short Route.

Great Tourist Point. .

But 2 moment's glance at the map
will canvince the most ineredulons that
Nashville is ordained to e one of the
graatest automobile tourist points in
the Tinited SBtates

Historieally, Nashville is rich. With
the home of a President, the graves of
two Presidents, interesting ploneer and
Civil War battle grounds, the only re-
production of the Parthenon in the
western hemisphere, and with the
homes of many famous people, there is
enough to attract those who are inter-
esteil in the nation's histery.

Qur highways, with their rich farm-
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15,000 Tourists fo
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ing sections and with their rugged hill
sections furnish the variety that the
motorist likes. ©Our weather, partien-
larly in the fall, when most of the
touring is done, is most inviting. &

Ag early as 1015, 1,500 touring par- |
ties registered at the Noshville Auto- |
maobile Club headquarters. In 1916 thei
smumber increased to 25005 in 1917, |
3,400 registered; in 1018, 4,000 parties
were routed by the club; in 19148, 5,200
parties. registered at the elab; 1020,
hrought about 9,006, and 1921 promises
to Dbring aboat 15,000,

$300,000 Last Year.

Data colleeted by the Automobile

Club shows that at least $300,000 was

apent by tourists in Nashville last year.
Of course;, mally parties go right
through the eity without geiting any-
thing but gasoline and possibly a meal,

but many of them stop over several
days to have repairs done on their
ears, to purchase tires and to look at
the eclty. -

With all, a scant 1,000 automoblle
owners are spending 85 per Jyear
through the Nashville Automobile Club
to look after the construetion of these
hizhways, so important to ns, and pos-
gibly fifty of those are giving their
time and thought to the matfer of get-
ting these highwaye built, marking the
soads, properly supplying tourists with
soad information and looking after the
aws and other matters affecting the
peration of motor-driven vehieles upon
ha highways. -

The business interests of Nashville
hould awaken to the importance of en-
nuraging fonrists to conle via Nash-
ille. Miey should realize the vast jm-
ortance of our highway system as
legng to eollect raw produets for our

arehouses and to easily distribute our |
erchandise #e the surrounding ter-

tory. .
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